
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Newsletter



2025 / 2026 AHPA DIRECTORS           
 
PRESIDENT           MIKE HOLLEY 
Module 6 Compartment 8, Madden, AB, T0M 1L0  (403) 946-4109  email: e.michaelholley@hotmail.com 
 
1st VICE PRESIDENT         CINDY EKKEL 
RR 3 Wetaskiwin, AB T9A 1X1     (780) 312-0001 email: ekkelcindy@gmail.com  
 
2nd VICE PRESIDENT        DAVE BURROWS 
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TREASURER          ROSS STEVENSON 
#6 Cranfield Gardens SE, Calgary, T3M 1A4  (403) 371-1804    email: ahpatreasurer@hotmail.com 
  
SECRETARY          GAIL AKER 
3034 Dover Cres. SE, Calgary, AB, T2B 1V2   (403) 273-9282  email: gaker1946@gmail.com 
 
TOURNAMENT DIRECTOR          JANE CORDINGLEY 
303-7029-16 Ave SE, Calgary, AB T2A 6C5  (403) 560-7185    email: jmcordingley@hotmail.com 
 
STATISTICIAN – AHPA & LEAGUE   JANE CORDINGLEY 
303-7029-16 Ave SE, Calgary, AB T2A 6C5  (403) 560-7185 email: jmcordingley@hotmail.com 
 
MEMBERSHIP CHAIRPERSON         MARY HOLLEY 

Module 6 Compartment 8, Madden, AB, T0M 1L0 (403) 946-4109    email: maryeholley@hotmail.com 
 
GAMES RELATED SALES         MARY HOLLEY 

Module 6 Compartment 8, Madden, AB, T0M 1L0  (403) 946-4109    email: maryeholley@hotmail.com 
 
NEWSLETTER EDITOR         JANE CORDINGLEY 
303-7029-16 Ave SE, Calgary, AB T2A 6C5  (403) 560-7185    email: jmcordingley@hotmail.com 
  
 

AHPA ZONE DIRECTORS 
 
 

1. Bob Muscovich - 116 Mt Sundial Crt W, Lethbridge, AB, T1J 5B7 (403) 849-2622  
email: bobmuscovich@gmail.com  

2. Mary Holley - Module 6 Compartment 8, Madden, AB, T0M 1L0 (403) 946-4109  
email: maryelholley@hotmail.com 

3. Gary Bartholet – 48 Hawkfield Rise NW, Calgary, AB, T3G 3M7 (403) 241-0586 
email: gary.bartholet@gmail.com 

4. Winnona Kilbourn – 9 Janko Close, Red Deer, AB, T4P 3X1 (403) 309-0734  
email: wkilbourn@hotmail.com  

5. Vacant 
 email:                                                                                                                                                     

6. Vacant 
email:  

7. Vic Ouellette – Box 695, Cold Lake, AB, T9M 1P2 (780) 812-1009  
email: vcouell@hotmail.ca 

8. Mark Reinders – 112 11409 96 St., Grand Prairie, AB T8V 6R1 (780) 518-
1639 
email: mreinder@telus.net  
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New Angels 
 

Don Cookson 
December 14, 1925 

August 3, 2025 
Lougheed Horseshoe Club 

Jack Kokotailo 
April 2, 1925 
May 26, 2025 

Red Deer Horseshoe Club 



        

 
 

ALBERTA HORSESHOE PITCHERS ASSOCIATION 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

OCTOBER 4, 2025 

HELD AT CALGARY HORSESHOE CLUB 

CALL TO ORDER AND WELCOME TO MEMBERS & GUESTS: Mike Holley called the meeting to order at 
1:00 PM and welcomed all the members present to the 2025 AHPA AGM and it was great to see the 
members present.  It was also requested to silence your phones. 

NATIONAL ANTHEM: National Anthem led by Mike Holley 

ATTENDANCE: Gail Aker, Sidney Aker, Emvie Antonio, Rod Nieman, Doug Kenney, Darla Lallier, Louis 
Lallier, Gary Bartholet, Dean Bittman, Fred Butterworth, Don Wilby, Bjarne Larsen, Dave Burrows, Sue 
Schriner, Jackie Olmstead, Lyle Olmstead, Mike Holley, Ross Stevenson, Wesley Walker, Leo Coninx, Rick 
Randle, Gerald Free, Dianne Beck, Jane Cordingley, Mary Holley, Cindy Ekkel, Randy MacEachern. 

MOMENT OF SILENCE FOR DEPARTED MEMBERS:  AHPA held moment of silence and was also 
announced by Jane that Don Cookson passed away in June a few months short of his 100th birthday.  
Thoughts and condolences to his family 

INTRODUCTION OF EXECUTIVE: Mike Holley, President; Ross Stevenson, Treasurer; Gail Aker, Secretary. 

ANNOUCEMENTS:  a. Dinner at 5:30, please pay Mary if not already done so. 

   b.  Protocol regarding motions & discussions:  

    Meeting under Roberts Rules of Order.  Motion is received; seconded, then 
discussion; one opportunity to discuss; then rebuttal for approximately one minute; no repeating the item 
over and over. 

   c.  Voting & Scrutineers:  Don Wilby and Dean Bittman 

ITEMS TO BE ADDED TO AGENDA:  Members were requested if any member wanted to add to agenda.  
No added items were received. 

ACCEPTANCE OF AGENDA:  Rod Nieman moved to accept the agenda as presented; seconded by 
Louis Lallier; no discussion; Motion carried. 

APPROVAL OF 2024 AGM MINUTES: Minutes of the 2024 AHPA AGM were distributed as well sent to 
members via email prior to the meeting.  No errors or omissions noted.  Wes Walker moved to accept 
and approve the minutes as distributed; Dave Burrows seconded, no discussion.  Motion carried. 



        

 
TREASURERS REPORT:  Ross Stevenson 

As of August 31, 2025, AHPA had the following funds:   

CASH:  $6373.00 TERM DEPOSITS: $210,769 INVENTORY: $10,290 

PREPAID EXPENSES:  $750 PROPERTY, PLANT & EQUIPMENT: $1856. 

Net Assets: General Fund $85,826: $140,355 funds are restricted. Expenses $14000 to Strathmore Club; 
Travel not recorded as not all claims were received on time. 

AHPA received $9900 from SPAR which is ½ of the $19,800 in this fiscal year. SPAR grants may not be given 
to AHPA as the membership criteria is for five hundred members which AHPA does not have.  Mike Holley 
and Dave Burrows will try and negotiate with SPAR about including other groups such as CARCARS, Disc 
Golf and possibly school students. 

Motion from Mary Holley to accept Treasurer Report as reported; Cindy Ekkel seconded.  No 
discussion: Motion carried. 

BUDGET REPORT: Ross Stevenson 

Ross read off the complete budget report at the meeting for the 2026 & 2027 years.  The budget report 
must reflect as balanced every two years. Total Budget for 2026 is $124, 510 with Expenses at $86,690.  
Rick Randle moved to accept the budget; seconded by Darla Lallier; no discussion, Motion carried. 

CORRESPONDENCE & SECRETARY REPORT – Gail Aker 

Gail reported the 2025 Society Return Forms was received in January 2025, completed the forms and 
forwarded to Service Alberta.  Received Society Return approval in February 2025, a fast turn-around for 
these reports.  Gail reported several emails  went out to members over the course of the year. 

Also, a letter from the AGLC was read at the meeting thanking for the casino financial report submitted 
for March 1, 2024, to February 28, 2025.  Important notice that all invoices to support travel amounts are 
required to be attached to the expense claims.  Note that effective April 1, 2025, there were several 
amendments to the Charitable Gaming Policies Handbook. Information can be found at Charitable 
Gaming Policies Handbook Update/AGLC 

REPORTS: All reports will be included with the Fall Newsletter. 

a. President’s Report – Mike Holley 
b. Zone 1- Bob Muskowich – read by Dave Burrows- includes Medicine Hat Report 
c. Zone 2- Mary Holley 
d. Zone 3- Gary Bartholet 
e. Zone 4- Winnona Kilbourn – read by Mike Holley 
f. Zone 5- vacant 
g. Zone 6- vacant 



        

 
h. Zone 7 – Vic Ouellette- read by Mike Holley 
i. Zone 8- Mark Reinders – read by Mike Holley. 

C.  Casino Chairman – Mary Holley 

Next AHPA Casino will be November 9 & 10; special thanks to the volunteers who will be helping out. The 
funds from this casino should be deposited around mid February. 

D. SPAR – Dave Burrows 

Dave advised there really wasn’t a lot to report. Grant determined receiving $19,000+; however, AHPA do 
not meet their criteria of having 500 members. Other venues are offered by Calgary Horseshoe Club are 
CARCARS; Disc Golf, and Mike & Dave will attempt to use their members as part of the grant criteria. 

E. BURSARIES – Mary Holley 

This year there were nine applications. Gary Bartholet and Mary reviewed the applications and 
references. There were nine recipients for the year. Five from zone 3 and four from Zone 2.  Three of these 
were repeat applications and six were new applications. 

F.  TOURNAMENT DIRECTOR- Jane Cordingley 

There was a total of twenty-nine tournaments across Alberta; Alberta Open in Calgary in May with 23 
participants; Provincial Championships attracted 23 players, three class champions crowned; Men’s- Cal 
Beaudoin; Women- Lindsay Hodgins; Elders- Dave Burrows. Four other mixed classes to round out the 
tournament. 

Fall Memorial Classic with 19 players attending on Saturday and 20 on Sunday for the Doubles. 

G. STATISTICIAN REPORT – Jane Cordingley 

The stats generally made easy with the Eshoe program; however, the history on this program is lost.  Jane 
has kept all the records from previous years.   For further information on the stats regarding this report, it 
will be published in the Fall Newsletter. 

H.  MEMBERSHIP REPORT – Mary Holley 

As of August 31, 2025, 161 members which includes 40 new members for this year.  There are eight 
players who have already renewed for 2026.  25% new members in 2025; let us aim for 30% for 2026. Full 
report in the Fall Newsletter. 

I. Game Related Sales – Mary Holley 

Total sales of clothing, horseshoes, etc. was $1733.00; no new stock has been purchased, and Mary is 
looking for a new local supplier to save on shipping costs.  Final report in Fall Newsletter. 

 



        

 
J. Strathmore Cottonwood Club – Wes Walker 

Wes thanked the AHPA for the assistance in obtaining a grant for the club; half of the courts are now 
covered.  As well Mike & Rick advised hurricane ties were installed.  AG Society in Strathmore is in the 
process to apply for a $45,000 grant. 

Rick Randle, Treasurer of Strathmore Club thanked the Calgary Horseshoe Club for their donation.  Mike 
thanked Strathmore Cottonwood Club for the payback to AHPA. 

Motion from Rod Nieman to accept all reports; seconded by Don Wilby, no discussion, Motion carried. 

OLD BUSINESS 

1. Fall Memorial 2025- Jane Cordingley 

Singles on Saturday and a new format used on Sunday for doubles; what is the consensus continuing with 
the doubles with all players in one class.  Everyone seemed to enjoy the games; possibly playing 40 shoes 
instead of 32.   

2 . 2025 Western Canada Classic – Jane Cordingley 

Approximately 32 players participated with 20 from Alberta; 8 from Saskatchewan and 4 from British 
Columbia.  It proved to be a good tournament.  The 2026 Western Canada Classic will be held in Manitou 
Beach, SK and it is a good venue; the tournament will be August 1 & 2. 

3. 2025 Canadian Championship – Jane Cordingley 

Held in St. Joseph-de-Sorel, QC and it was a great tournament with 174 entries of which 11 were AHPA 
members: very tight class categories. 

4.  2025 Worlds Championships- Jane Cordingley 

Held in Sandy, Utah with Dave Burrows attending from AHPA; finished sixth in preliminary and sixteenth 
in Championship Class. 

Next Worlds will be held in Wausau, WI on July 13-26, 2026. 

NEW BUSINESS 

1. World’s Double Tournament Possible bid for 2026 or 2027 

Bids are being accepted for the 2026 and/or 2027 World’s Double Tournament, and the Calgary 
Horseshoe Club members have already voted to apply to hold this particular tournament at the Calgary 
Horseshoe Club; however, will require participation by not only CHC but the AHPA membership.  This is 
termed a “Standing” tournament in which the double team would use the one set of horseshoes; entry 
fee is $160.00 US per team and there is a limit of 96 teams. 



        

 
Mary Holley moved that AHPA support the Calgary Horseshoe Club financially and with necessary 
volunteers with the bid to host either the 2026 or 2027 World’s Double Tournament.  Jane Cordingley 
seconded.  

Discussion: Dianne Beck asked is there a bid amount: Yes $12,500 USD. Cindy Ekkel- is this new, yes, it 
is Round Robin play and winner takes all.  Dave Burrows – is the $12,500 USD returned if bid not 
accepted, yes.  Jane Cordingley – the current year tournament has a total of 60 teams with the playoffs 
on Sunday.  Jackie Olmstead- do all the clubs help with the tournament.  Yes other clubs in other 
provinces would be asked to assist.  Don Wilby- rumor – would it be televised; Mike advised not sure.  
Dianne Beck- can it be in late September due to other commitments. 

Motion carried, no one opposed. 

2. 2028 Canadian Championships 

Mary moved that the AHPA bid for the 2028 Canadian Championships to be held in Calgary.  Dianne 
Beck seconded 

The question was asked if there was any other club present at the meeting to host the 2028 Canadian 
Championships. 

Motion carried. 

HOSTING OF 2026 AHPA AGM 

Don Wilby, President of the Calgary Horseshoe Club moved to host the AHPA 2026 AGM at the 
Calgary Horseshoe Club on October 17, 2026.  Leo Coninx seconded. 

Mike Holley asked is there any other club in Alberta who would like to bid to host the AHPA 2026 AGM? 

Discussion: regarding date and it was discussed to make the date on October 17 so the necessary reports, 
stats can be completed. 

Motion Carried. 

AHPA SPONSORED TOURNAMENTS OPEN FOR PROPOSAL FOR 2 DAYS 

Don Wilby, President of the Calgary Horseshoe Club moved to host the following tournaments at the 
Calgary Horseshoe Club: AB Open on May 16 & 17, 2026; Provincials on June 27 & 28, 2026 and the 
Fall Memorial Classic on September 19 & 20, 2026.  Gary Bartholet seconded. 

Mike Holley asked if there were any other clubs present at the meeting who would like to host these three 
Tournaments.   Motion carried. 

 

 



        

 
AHPA SANCTIONED TOURNAMENT- Jane Cordingley 

Jane is in the process of setting up the tournament schedule for the next year and if you want to hold a 
tournament, please let Jane know ASAP.  The complete tournament schedule will be in the newsletter as 
well posted on the AHPA website. 

MEETING TURNED OVER TO NOMINATION CHAIRPERSON – Mary Holley 

The following positions are up for election:  President; 2nd Vice President; and Treasurer. 

President:  Incumbent; Mike Holley 

Mike advised he was willing to stand for a 2-year term for President.  No other nominations were received 
by the Nominating Committee or at the meeting. 

Mike Holley – acclaimed as President for the next two years (2027) 

 

2nd Vice President:  Incumbent:  Dave Burrows 

Dave advised he was willing to stand for a 2-year term for 2nd Vice President.  No other nominations were 
received by the Nominating Committee or at the meeting. 

Dave Burrows- acclaimed as 2nd Vice President for the next two years (2027) 

 

Treasurer: Incumbent: Ross Stevenson 

Ross advised he is willing to stand for a 2-year term for Treasurer.  No other nominations were received by 
the Nominating Committee or at the meeting. 

Ross Stevenson- acclaimed as Treasurer for the next two years (2027) 

MEETING TURNED OVER TO PRESIDENT 

APPOINTMENT OF ACCOUNTING FIRM: 

Mary Holley moved to continue with Carstairs Accounting firm to handle AHPA Financials for 2026 
with a provision AHPA will require to negotiate with the new owners if firm is sold. 

Wes Walker seconded, no discussions.  Motion carried. 

The President will appoint Committee Chairpersons for the following positions:  Web site, 
Nomination, Bursaries, Archives & Trophies, 2027 AGM Committee, Membership and Newsletter. 

Rod Nieman moved to adjourn the AGM meeting.   

Meeting adjourned at 3:00 PM 



AHPA Treasurer Report 2025 

 

The AHPA financial documents were compiled by Carstairs Accounting Services personnel and 
then reviewed by William Stevenson. 

As of August 31, 2025, the assets included cash of $6373 and Term deposit investments of 
$210,769. 

Of these the General fund had $85826 and $140,355 were restricted.  Of the restricted funds 
$3047 were internally restricted and $137,309 was externally restricted. 

As of April 1, 2025, AGLC made several changes to Use of Proceeds that impacted AHPA, mostly 
for the good. 

The grant from SPAR of $9900 was half of what was expected.  AHPA will receive an additional 
$19,800 in this fiscal year.  This will be our last payment.  SPAR required a membership of a 
minimum of 500.  They have been very generous in the past few years and provided this grant 
without the required membership numbers. 

Expenses were similar to the previous year except: 

Donations – AHPA provided assistance to the Strathmore Cottonwood Horseshoe Club so they 
could cover half of their courts. 

Travel – Travel out of province for the World Tournament and the Canadian Championships 
expenses claims were not all received in time for review and cheques to be prepared, sent out 
and cashed before year end.  The budgeted amount will be transferred to the 2026 budget. 

Respectfully submitted 

Ross Stevenson 

Treasurer, AHPA 

 

 




















