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AHPA PRESIDENTIAL MESSAGE - FALL 2014 

Hosting The Western Canada Classic and the Canadian Horseshoe Pitching Championships, all 

in the same week?  All in the same venue?  Some would say we were crazy, but I knew that the 

membership of the Alberta Horseshoe Pitchers Association could pull it off and you did.  With 

everyone pulling together and helping where necessary, and making sure that any problems 

were little ones and they didn’t last long, it made it appear that we knew what we were doing 

and we were doing it very well.  As the front man and the most visible (please keep the fat jokes 

to a minimum, I’m starting to get sensitive) I was the one getting many of the compliments and 

accolades, but I never failed to state that without the help of all the people you saw doing all the 

work none of this would have happened as smoothly as it did.  As far as the venue was 

concerned, the Calgary Horseshoe Club outdid themselves with the many changes and 

improvements that made it a pleasure to play there.  The membership of the Calgary club 

comprised the bulk of the volunteers and without their dedication and hard work it would have 

been impossible to host these two events so successfully.  There isn’t enough space here to 

individually thank everyone that did the many necessary jobs and functions and it isn’t possible 

for me to express the gratitude and joy it gave me to have so many working so hard to make 

sure that these events were successful, but you all know who you were and what you did and, 

hopefully, sometime, either during or after, I was able to get to you and express my thanks.  If I 

didn’t, and with all the stuff that was going on I wouldn’t be surprised (just disappointed in my 

own failing), please accept this as my deepest thanks and admiration for a job well done. 

And just think we get to do this again in 6 years.   

 

Mike Holley 
President 
AHPA                                                                        

ONE WAY TO STOP A RUNAWAY 

HORSE IS TO BET ON HIM. 



Alberta Horseshoe Pitchers Association 
Minutes of Annual General Meeting-Innisfail Legion 

October 4, 2014 
 
In Attendance: Pearl Boettger, Hazel Heistad, Margie & Gordon Befus, Marg & Grahn, Noel 
Peterson, Erna Dreger, Elaine & Clarence Sanderman, Linda Skiehar, Esther Hoerle, Doreen & 
Alan Peers, Ivan Crerar, Wies Valckx, Alice Schmidt, Egon Sandau, Tony Veldkamp, Darlene 
Lynde, Lorraine Vivian, Cindy & Harry Ekkel, Hilda & Allan Laarz, Winnona & David Kilbourn, 
Myrna Kissick, Mary & Mike Holley, Dianne & Jim Beck, Jane Cordingley, Carol Casper, Barb 
Miller, June & Paul Norvila, Jackie & Lyle Olmstead, Kay Born, Donald Cookson, Gail & Terry 
Steinke, 
  
1. Meeting Called To Order at 10:45am by Mike Holley  

2. Welcomed Members and guests.  

3. Moment of silence was given for departed members  

4. Executive were introduced 

5. Items Added to Agenda under New Business.  

6. Business arising from 2013 Minutes as distributed in 2013 Fall Newsletter – Barb Miller:          

 2015 – 55 Plus Provincials to be in Strathmore from July 15-18. They have already 
dropped horseshoes from their Canadians and will drop them from Provincials if 
attendance does not improve next year. 

 More than 1 Pacer in a group in Tournaments was clarified.  

 Motion to approve by Darlene Lynde, 2nd by Linda Skiehar. Carried 

7. Presentation of Treasurer’s Report:   

 Many travel claims were received after yearend, and therefore were not reflected in 
the report.  

 2 years of bursaries were paid in 2013/2014 so that students would receive funding 
prior to the start of school this fall. 

 Motion to approve by Carol Casper, 2nd by David Kilbourn. Carried.  

8. Budget discussions for 2014/2015:  

 Discussed travel, grants and raffles. Expense claims to be completed fully and 
forwarded to Mary Holley within one week after travel completed. 

 In 2015, Gaming will only pay for Worlds and Canadians travel while person is playing. 
Flight is questionable at this time. Payment should not be expected in order to travel.  

 Motion by Egon Sandau to hold all in province expense claims until July 31 and pay out 
portion only 2nd by Jane Cordingley. Carried. 

 Cheques should be cashed as soon as possible. 

 Motion to approve by Mary Holley. 2nd by David Kilbourn. Carried. 

9. Correspondence: 

 Barb Miller received some address/email changes from agenda.   

 David Kilbourn should receive address/email changes from the clubs to ensure records 
remain accurate.  

 Mary Holley has received Thank You letters from Bursary recipients and 1 was 
returned from Ciera Vadnais as she was unable to go to school this year.  Please see 
Bursary report attached as this one was given to next in line. 



 Mike Holley received resignation letters from Hazel Heistad and Pearl Boettger for 
present positions. They will stay on to assist with some committees, if needed.         

10. Reports:  
          a. President-Mike Holley-Attached 
          b. Zone Directors: 
                1-Lyle Olmstead-Attached report from Gordon Ball-Lyle to further contact Brooks and 
Medicine Hat.                                                                                       
                2-Yvonne Veldhuis-Attached. 
                3-Ivan Crerar-Attached 
                4-Winnona Kilbourn-Attached. 
                5-No Report  
                6&7-No Report-No Clubs 
                8-Gail Steinke-Attached.    
          c. Casino–Mary Holley-Chairperson-Next casino to be 4th qtr of 2015, will not receive 
funds until 1st Qtr of 2016.   

 Motioned by Mary that expenses not be paid unless person lives at least 100km 
away per gaming rules. 2nd by Lorraine Vivian. Carried.  

 All expenses paid come off AHPA’s proceeds including meals. Due to extended 
hours many organizations are declining so we may get a call to have it earlier. 

 Motioned by Dianne Beck to let Mary make decision to go earlier. 2nd by Carol 
Casper. Carried.     

          d. Alberta Sport Connection-Grant-Winnona Kilbourn-Attached.    
          e. Bursaries-Kathy Madu-Attached. Application to be changed to include personal 
paragraph.    
         f.  Canadians 2014-Mary Holley-Committee planned for 250, had 135 participants. 
Revenue exceeded expenses by about $4000. We were able to pay out higher prize money 
than most previous years.    

         h. Western Canada Classic-Jane Cordingley-Attached. Had 94 participants more than ever 
this year. In 2015 to be July 4&5 in Prince George, BC.                      

          i.  Memberships-David Kilbourn-Handed out list to each club. New application form for 
2015.                           
11. Old Business:  

 New Clubs Package/Letter to new members/clubs. Some online, Horseshoe Canada 

website. Technical / Training Handbook from Saskatchewan was approved by 

Horseshoe Canada. Executive/Zone Directors to prepare letter from AHPA.  

 Recruitment Committee-Provincial Membership Enhancement-Linda Skiehar-

Attached.  

12. New Business: 

 Review Executive Travel Expense criteria-Mary Holley-Comes out of general account. 

Egon Sandau motioned we conform with gaming regulations to have funding start at 

100km, 25Cents a km, 1 claim per household/vehicle. 2nd by Jane Cordingley. Carried.  

 Zone Director’s Duties-Mike Holley-In By-Laws. Can be assisted/clarified by Mike, if 

needed. 

  Resolution to Horseshoe Canada-Winnona Kilbourn motioned that the # of Shoes to be 

pitched be 200 Per Day for all adult shoe limit games. 2nd by Lyle Olmstead. Carried. 

Dianne Beck to send to Horseshoe Canada.  




